published data on male homosexuals in Bangladesh are limited and are mostly focused around HIV infection and sexually transmitted diseases. This lack of data has made it difficult to design and implement services for this sexual minority population. The present study was aimed at broadening understanding on this hard to reach population by exploring sexual behavior and relevant history as well as discrimination and victimization experience of them.
Materials and methods
This was a cross sectional study done during the period from 15 This study conformed to the ethical principles including autonomy, benevolence, non male faience and justice as delineated by ethics guidelines for medical research.
Descriptive and co relational analyses of the data were carried out by Predictive Analytics Software (PASW) 18.
Results
The results showed that all of the participants were biologically male with age ranged from 14 to 48 years with mean age of 24.5 years. The average age of first homosexual exposure for the participants was 11.75 years with a range from 4 to 27 years. Among them 32.4% had multiple sources of income and 52.9% attained class V to SSC level of education (Table   1 ). In the current study, family history of homosexuality was present in 14.7% of respondents. The majority (56.9%) of the male homosexuals reported experiencing heterosexual intercourse and a half (24.5%) of them were engaged in heterosexual marriage. A high rate of sexual victimization history in childhood (64.7%) as well as in adulthood (49%) was reported. Many (33.3%) of them also mentioned about the experience of having sex with under aged minors (age < 14yrs) at their adult age ( Table 2 ). Coercive sexual experience in adulthood was significantly correlated with sexual activity with minor while controlling the effect of coercive sexual exposure in childhood. However, significant correlation was not found between coercive sexual exposures in childhood and sexual activity with the minors (Table 3 ).
In most of the indicators of discrimination and victimization, the majority (52-80%)of the male homosexuals reported of never having these experiences (see Table 4 ).A great portion of the participants reported different discriminatory experiences including stigma and discrimination (48%), humiliation in public (49%), being cheated by male partner (60.8%), and exclusion from family (21.6%) because of their homosexual identity. However, sizable proportion of them reported regularly experiencing discrimination (19.6%) and humiliation in public (20.6%) ( Table 4 ).
Behavior and experience of male homosexuals in Bangladesh
Mozumder MK et al. Bailey et al. 16 reported 7.3%to 9.7% concordance rate of homosexuality among siblings while others reported higher rate (up to 13%) when 'family' was extended to maternal cousins. 17 Although many researchers used that rate to support the genetic theory of homosexuality, many others argued for social learning theory. In the present study, the participants' reported age of first homosexual exposure started from 4 years with a mean age of first exposure at 11.75 years.
Discussion
Thus, study findings suggested that the role of exposure from early childhood in determining homosexuality could not be rule out.
The majority (60.8%) of the male homosexuals had fixed homosexual partner. As homosexuality was socially unacceptable, many male homosexuals were forced to or chose to get married into heterosexual relation to appear normal. 18 They also engaged in sexual activities with females out of curiosity or as a way of preparing for heterosexual marriage. More than half (56.9%) of the participants reported experience of heterosexual intercourse which was consistent with findings from other studies conducted in Bangladesh. 19 One-fourth of the participants in this study were married to female partners. Heterosexual marriage of the homosexual males in Bangladeshi context had also been reported in qualitative study findings by Khan 20 Heterosexual activities of homosexual males had implications regarding sexual transmission of diseases related to unprotected polygamous relation.
Sexual abuse or coercive sex in childhood was very common (64.7%) among male homosexuals, many of them (49%) also reported sexual abuse in adulthood as well. The cycle of child sexual abuse was a well-known phenomenon, the victim of child sexual abuse often became perpetrator themselves. 21 In the present study, 33.3% of the homosexuals reported having sex with minors below age 14 years at their adult age, which clearly qualified for sexual abuse. Further analysis using partial correlation method revealed significant correlation of numbers of coercive sexual exposure in adulthood with number of coercive sexual exposure in childhood and with numbers of sexual activity with minors. However, no significant relation was indicated between coercive sexual exposure in childhood and sexual activity with minors. Correlation between sexual abuse in childhood and adulthood was suggestive of continuation of vulnerability and powerlessness of the male Alam 14 reported that 14% of the male homosexuals in Dhaka did not even know if they were stigmatized or not. This raised the possibility of an even worse actual picture of stigma and discrimination among male homosexuals than reported by the participants in the present study.
Conclusion
This study presented descriptive data on behavior and experiences of male homosexuals. It is believed that the findings will help researcher and policy maker to understand this hard to reach population. The presence of childhood sexual offense around male homosexuality is a major concern to work on. Additionally, strategies need to be devised to curb the high incidents of discrimination among the male homosexuals.
